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Prurity. no@.

) : : The Purity Uabm.wﬂﬁnu.ﬂ has been for the last two years making effort
PURITY DEPARTMENT. i : to obtain from each state superintendent a copy of the laws of her state
; 'regard to offenses against morality, but so far has met with little suc-
cess.  Rev. Wilbur . Crafts suggests that a committee be appointed to
collect copies of such laws, codify them, and then, with a knowledge of
what exists upon the statute books, a combined effort could be made to
unify the laws of the entire country. We, who know our own resources,
now that siuch a committee could not be appointed and paid by the W,
:C. T. U. But if each state superintendent would work faithfully as a
ommittee of one td learn the laws of her state and report them we
should have just the/knowledge desired and with no expense of a com-
mittee. Mrs. Silena: Moore Holman, state superintendent of Tennessee,
has noﬁmﬂm& such an excerpt of the laws of Tennessee, - Mrs. Dora
Webb, state superintendent of Qhio, compiled and printed such a report
years ago and it has proven of incaleulable value in conducting legisla-
tive campaigns. )
Tu, the Hducational, or Preventive division of the department the
interest has been constantly on the increase, The reports from White

The interest in the work of the Purity Department has not d
ished during the past year, though some phases of it have been m
emphasized that others. In the Reform section the reports are as u§
That is, where homes of refuge are established they have done good sa
ice and women have been saved ; some of them converted to Chri
and in one case the nﬁuonw is, “One woman saved from suicid,
Where there are no places of shelter for fallen women the ﬂdw#
stagnated. The reports continue from year to year the same pathe
cry: “We can do nothing for these our erring sisters because we h
1o home to offer them if they leave the haunts of sin.”’ The EI en
Crittenton Missions are continuing their good work and have.be
made a department of the World’s W. C. T. U. under the superinten;
ency of Mrs, Charlton Bdholm. This, in itself, promises success.
Edholm and ‘“Mother * Prindle, matron of the mission in New Vo
City, went to England, at the invitation of Lady Henry Somerset
establish a mission in Loondon.

In the legislative section of the department more has been dox
than ever before w:“..onm_%mmﬂ. The W. C. T. U. has been bu
attempts to secure the raising of the Age of Consent in differen staf
B. O. Flower and Helen Gardener, with other prominent people, ha

i
5

heen interested in the same matter and by their combined efforts’ve
important legislative changes have been made as the following nmd&_m
statement will show : i

comes from the society organized by the National Superintendent over
two years ago in the Hartshorn Memorial School for colored girls in
Richmond, Va. When we understand the moral conditions of colored
eople in the South, the fact that these girls are going out as mission-
ries to their own race, carrying with them the ideas of a noble woman-
‘hood as taught them in the White Shield obligations, makes the import
-of this one society immeasurable, In the White Cross work great

AGE OF CONSENT LAWS,
TABULATED STATMENT.

Alabama. .loyears Michigan.. 16 in 1895 it &.«ﬁ..ﬁnm has been made. In the Reverend J. B. Welty, Presbyterian
wmwu%mwmm A 18 in 1895 Minnesota “ minister of Kansas City, Mo., has been found a man with the adaptabil-
Om:mo.n.im. % “* 1o0in fact; 16inna ity for the work, the interest in the work, and the consecration to the
mmo_wwmmw HM L . .. 16in 1803 work which would insure a grand success but for one vital matter, and
MMWMM%%mmn " 16 in 1805 MM%»MHMMW. - that is the lack of money ﬁ.o push into mmEm. that are white for the har-
*Dakota, N 3 16 in 1893 Shire............13 vest. Mr. Welty has compiled a very practical manual for the use of

- 16 in 1893 New Jersey o ; %
) %MMH Waommmﬂ_wo “ raised to 18 in'1835 sued a proclamation thit they have been compiled and printed which will not be

) Ohio......... “ i earlier than October, 1895."" This is the official statement,
ool O.W.,M.wmpwﬂw.. ﬂhm&:.nn& from .mm.w.wﬂnu to sixteen in 18gg.

. (10 years) Oregon... . - It will be E.H.rnmm that Delaware is reported to have raised the age of consent
18 years ‘g5 Pennsylvania..is “ m fifteen to eighteen in 189s. This is done on the authority of the Secretary of
. Rhode Island..t6 * . w:_mm who writes : “Qur last legislature amended it making eighteen the present
Tennessee and 1 day Climit, The penalty for using a female under the age of eighteen for the purpose of

‘o 3 i
raised to 15in x s B
cxual intercourse is a fine of not more than one thousand dollars, or imprisonment

OT A term of not more than seven years, or both, at the diseretion of the court,” But
= S the law of Delaware concerning rape still remains seven years we are obliged to
‘Quote that as really the age of consent inthat state, with death as the penalty,

m.m._oiam: like some other states claims sixteen as theage of consent, but ten isthe
B¢ in the law concerning rape,

__ .. . .. . . :
(. ..M: ./:mmonﬁzwn ageremains in fact fourteen yearsin spite of apparent legisia-
= Yon ip 1893, : . ,

‘¢ 18 in 1895

Wyoming .. I

* North Dakota is stated to have faised the age from fourteen to sixteen bu
well to add that * this does not take effect until thirty days after the Governor has




