MEMORANDUM
TO: Rachel, Mary, Keily
FROM: Frederica Mathewes-Green X&ﬁ
DATE: February 4, 1991

RE: Stanton quote

Here is the best translation I can make of the Howe diary entry
for Oct 16, 1873 (asterisks indicate uncertain words):

"Staid on the floor of the Hall* today, despite frequent
invitations to come to the platform*. Quarrelled* with Mrs.
Stanton, who examined* infanticide, on the pound* that women did
not want to bring moral monsters into the world, + said that thru
acts* men regulated by natural laws. I differed from her
stongly, asserting that the moral law of man's being was
harassment to the mechanical tendencies granted as natural laws
(2?), + that infanticide was usually a crime of gross
selfishness, tho under some circumstances true struggles against
it must be agonizing. Nature has a carn* horror* of the out*, I
think. In the evening, went up on the platform, very unwilingly
(sic). To lunch with Miss Haskell, Mr. Stanton, Churchleigh¥*,
Tiormon*, a Mary Eastman. Met her Brother, who was at Miss
Roberts' school when I went thru--we wend (sic) to sit by my
sister Louisa."

The preceding and following pages also concern happenings at the
Women's Congress. Obviously, the Stanton guote has not been
transcribed into the diary, though it appears that Howe and
Stanton had a dispute concerning the issue on that day.

It is my reasonable conjecture that Stanton wrote Howe a letter
that same day, following their altercation, explaining her views,
and that the quote occurs in the letter, not the diary. The
letter would be dated "Oct 16, 1873". The letter, kept by Howe,
was apparently tucked into the diary and found there, though who
knows where it may now be. It may well have been removed and
placed in a collection of other Stanton letters. It may still be
physically inserted between these pages of the diary.

As this is one of our best quotes, one that we have disseminated
widely, it remains urgent that we have an accurate copy of the
context. I am unfamiliar with the protocol for research into rare
documents like this--does anyone have any ideas on making the
next step?




http://www.ju|iawardhowe.org/geneafogy/journais/1873.pdf
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spank than instead of in the avening, if I shesa. I wug tee muoh futigued with
uttenticn, my head muoh ecnfused. Te tea ut Brecklyn, B.E.W. Hena, whare raested
acmawhnt, Speka in tha avenirng, pretty well, but lest the preliminury meating of
tha Ccngress, to my ragrat, -

Qotcbar 15th, Wednasday. Openlrg ¢f the Wemen's Ocngraas, it whiok al)
my misgivings wera ranlized. A permanont Asscointicn was anncwnad, with cfficars
and ~senstitutlen. I teeck exoaptien, but wag pefarrad teo the acticn of tha preliminag
meeting last night. I theught this: insurricient te Juatify suoh a precaading and
malntuined that I wisa 4 membar ¢t the Congress, but not of any asscainticn fovmed
witheut dua nctics, whioh indead wus net given, nething in the Cad ) having ipliad
thut an Asacolatlon was tc be sprung in this mannar upen the Cengress. Mrs. Livermere
peesidant beth of tha Congress Asgeolaticn, apelegized for np omptlcusness -"These
Beaten wemen ara ac very exaot.!! She is & Beaten womnn and I wuro o New Yorkes. At luast
I reud ny pupar cn asacelaticns of wewmen. Weuld net go on the platferm. Peuce meating

#t Jaoch Caprents(?) in the svening. -

Ootrbar 18th, Thursday. Stuyed cn the flecr of tha hall teduy, despite
froquan* invitaticns te g te the platferm. Sparrad with Nras. Stanten, whe exqused
infunticide en the greund thut wemen did net want te bring meral mensters inte the
werld, and sald that thead asts were ragulatad by natural law. I differed frem her
strengly, assacting that the meeal law of man's belng was pacamcunt te the mechaninoal
tendenclea, queted as nuturul laws, and that infuntiolde wus usually s oclme of
gross gelfishness, theugh under scwe olrownstanoces, the atruggla against it must be
agenizing.. Natues hus w deck herreer of the aot, I think, In the avening, want wp cn
the platform, very unwillingly. Te lunsh with Mes. Haskell, Mmas, Stunton, Bueleigh,
Liverme ra, and Mary Enstwan. Mea. Nes. Breck whe was Miss Reberta' soheel when 1
went there, Bha uged te sit by my sister Leulaas .

Ootebapr 17th, Friday, Congresa all day. Lunch with Mes, Ryder. Exaenutive
sA3sien in wrterncen, very shrrt. A hard fight, I all alens, Sustainad m}f' ground
agninst the ornatltutien wnd efficering of the new Asscolaticn. No ocnmittas, I said,
hnd been sharged by the Cengress with the duty of praparing u Constituticn., Mes,
Wilbeur suid she had weitten tha Coenatitutien. :

Ostebar 18th, &turday, Visited dear Flessy. Sent te Stunrt's where bough
gloves. Unala R. vary faeble and franticua today. I dined with him, his Annie and
Clara Pedd boeing presant. Aftar dinnar plaved and sung the Buttls Hyrm nnd Rally
reund tha Flug. He immks lcves musis still, and alwuys leved it. Teok affecticnata
loave of him, peebnbly feoe the lust time. Went dewn te beat in ‘bug, ourrylng sene
henvy bundlea. Ferget the situation ef Mu ray Straet, and get cut toe scen. Hud ratle
a grieveus pesting dewn Breadwuy, Found Mhes, Wilsen-and Leveging, muoh delightful
talk, in whioh my tcngue ran en sc fast as te reb my anes, Sheuld have baen glad te
heur mere feem than!

Gateber 19th, Sunday. Heme gufaly und in semferet.

Octeder 20th, Menday. # « » Muat paok papars, ato today. Fear I shall
huve little tima te study in the menths that ure to ocna.

Datebar 23d, Thuraday. Laaturad ut Bristel, R.I.

Onteber 25th, Satuzday. Sitting gquiatly with Chav ovar tha fira, aftecra
gure of whiat with Julin and Paddeok, 8 huok drivaer kneokad at tha deer of cut little
bunk parler, suying thur 4 gentlemuy was walting wt the frent decp fop adraissien, I
cpenad tha-decre ind feund Bre Alexe Veloketr, whe haurd in Besten that we were nare,

tnd nad ocme devn te stay cvar Sunday. The fleers ©f nearly every parler s nd badeecm
hud baen newly vaenishad. We hud ne spure badding. One alasn shaet wus mustersd, I
spurad whut I oeuld frem my ill-previded bed, and we muds the gusst as comlectuble .as




:EH\\EEE.E:méma_._oém.o_,m\mm:mm_omi_.ocSm_m\pmuw._on:

Qotrber 16th, Thursday. Stayad cn the Pleer of tha hall teduy, despite
feoguant invitaticns te ge te the platferm. Spurrad with ¥rs. Stunten, whe exouged
infuntiaide cn the greund thut wemen did net want te being merwl mensters inte the
werld, and sald that thead aote werae ragulatad by natueal law. I differed feem har
strengly, assarting that the meeal law of man's belng was pacamcunt te the mechanioal
tendenclies, queted as nutural laws, and that infuntiolda was usually s orslue ef
grogs selfishness, theugh undar scwes nirownstunoes, the atruggle agalnst it must be
agenizing. Natuca hag o deek horrer of the wot, I think., In tha avening, want wp en
the platferm, very unwillingly. Te 2uash with Mes. Haakell, Minas. Stunteon, Bugleigh,
Livarmero, and Mary Enstwan. Mes. Wes. Breck whe was Misg Rebarts' soheel when I
went there, Bha used te¢ sit by my sister Leulaas _

Qotobdar 17th, Friday. Conpresa all duny. Lunch with Mes, Ryder. Exaeoutive
sassidn in alterncen, very shrete A hurd Tight, I all alena. Sustainad Sw greund
agninst the senatitution wnd cfficering of the new Asscoiuticn. No ocnmitteas, I sald,
htd. baan shargead by the Cengrass with tha duty eof mﬁ.mﬁxﬁsm w Censtituticn. Mes,
Wilbeur suild she had weltten thae Cenatltutien.

Ontebar 18th, &turday, Visited daur TFleasy. Sent te Stuart's where beught
gleves. Unale R. vwary faaeble and franticus teday. I dined with him, hig Annie und
Clace Dedd being presant. Aftar dinnaec played and sung the Buttls Hyrm und Rally
reund the Flug. He Izxzks lcves musle atill, and alwuys leved it, Teek affecticnute
loave of him,; pecbubly fee the lust time, ﬁzﬁ* dowm te beat in 'bug, onreying scua
heuvy bundles. Ferget the situstion of Mu ry St rast, and get cut tee scene Had ruathe
& grisveusg pestlng down Breadway, Found Mbes, Wllsen snd Leverlng, mush delightfnl
talk, in whioh my tengue ran eon sc fast as to reb my eaecs, Shenld have baen glad teo

heue mera frem taa!




