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A FITTING HOME FOR FFL’S RECORD OF ADVOCACY
ON BEHALF OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN
by Jane M. Rohan

   
      
returned to Boston in spring
2010 to address students at several area
        
members paid a special visit to the Arthur
and Elizabeth Schlesinger Library on
the History of Women in America. The
Schlesinger Library, which is part of the
Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study
at Harvard University, is located on the
former campus of Radcliffe College in
Cambridge, Massachusetts. This newly
            
the world’s largest and most prestigious
archive of women’s history.
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donation, the Schlesinger Library now
includes the correspondence of many
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activists, and missionaries. Dedicated

THE AMERICAN FEMINIST

to documenting the lives and historical
endeavors of women, the library is
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audiovisual material (roughly 90,000).
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rich collection of artifacts housed at
the Schlesinger, and a portrait of the
aviation pioneer who disappeared while
7$   %$   # 
the library.

Julia Ward Howe, a prominent American
abolitionist and social activist, is featured
in another portrait within the library. The
poet most famous for writing “The Battle
Hymn of the Republic” later became a
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with the founding of Mother’s Day with
her “Mother’s Day Proclamation.”
The library has two highly distinguished
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centuries of global cuisine and includes
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Elizabeth David, and Julia Child. When
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March 2009, they were able to view its
beloved donation from Julia Child, which
includes one of her copper pots, her
# 4     $ ) <
Schlesinger Library was an important
resource for Nora Ephron’s recent
) ) %Julie and Julia.
The second special collection, the
archives of Radcliffe College, documents
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powerful story of strong women and
their efforts.”

the evolution of women’s participation in
higher education in America. It includes
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closing in 1999.
Although the Schlesinger Library is
devoted to the history of American
women, it also includes an abundance of
material from women of other nations.
Letters from missionaries in China, as
well as the writings and speeches of
Shirley Graham Du Bois, a writer and
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American borders, are found among the
Schlesinger’s collections. The world
travel collection includes donations
 "//      
providing accounts of women’s travels
on foot, in covered wagons, by ship,
car, and plane. Travels from the U.S. to
Europe, South America, Asia, Africa,
and Australia are shared by women of
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motivations ranging from activism to
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Of special interest to members of
        
seven speeches, and several items of
correspondence from Susan B. Anthony.
Some collections contain correspondence
from Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Alice
Paul. Anthony died before she achieved
her most cherished goal—women’s
suffrage—and passed the responsibility
on to Paul and other leaders of the
movement, who successfully advocated
for passage of the 19th amendment
in 1920.
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American woman to graduate from
Q     
founder and past president of the National
Right to Life Committee, recommended
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Life’s archives for inclusion in their
collection. The Schlesinger Library has
also invited Serrin to donate her personal
records for a separate collection.
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joining the library collection. She later
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Schlesinger Library on the History of
X : #  + 
about the possibility of adding the papers
of the powerful national organization
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its records encapsulate a large and very
important part of the story of women’s
issues and struggles in the postwar 20th
century era. We hope that researchers
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the 20th century will have access in one
repository to records that document the
most important organizations and women
of the time period. We believe that
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me on a tour of the Schlesinger. During
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and other precious memorabilia, and
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a maze that included records from
the “Speculating Squirrels” (women

  -/th century),
the Boston YWCAs, Lamaze, and other
women’s organizations, as well as a
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thoughtfully displayed for our visit by
reference librarian Sarah Hutcheon. The
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Ward Howe criticizing the editor of the
Atlantic Monthly for not including her
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to her sister Emily (who was also a
doctor), one of Susan B. Anthony’s
diaries, a letter written by Victoria
Woodhull from jail, and Volume IV of the
History of Woman Suffrage by Elizabeth
Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Matilda
Jocelyn Gage, and Ida Husted Harper
with an inscription by Susan B. Anthony.

Photos: Radcliffe College commencement
(previous page), Amelia Earhart (two photos
above), Julia Ward Howe (right), Alice Paul
(facing page above), Julia Child (facing page
below), and a letter from Susan B. Anthony
(following page).
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The second group of historical documents
was from the 20th century, and included
a letter from suffragist Alice Paul when
she was just 25 years old, informing her
mother that Paul was well after a recent
prison stay. Another letter from Alice
Paul to a “captain” (perhaps a police
captain), however, told the real story. In
this letter, Paul described how she was
sentenced to hard labor in Holloway
@$ $  4
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viewed a letter from Jane Addams written
on Hull House stationery and Julia
Child’s handwritten omelet recipe.
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both Sisterlife (which was published
until 1994) and The American Feminist
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Schlesinger will also include archival
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Pregnant and Parenting Student Services
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 \ Against Abortion,” and
audio and video recordings of speeches
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Patricia Heaton and Margaret Colin,
as well as the lectures of additional
    )4 

These donated materials will highlight
the organization’s history of advocacy on
behalf of pregnant women and parents,
women living in poverty, and women
who are victims of domestic violence
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will include a description of the many
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Outreach Program, focused on educating
students about more than two centuries’
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pregnant and parenting students.
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focus on the need to provide support
and services to pregnant women and
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life feminist history with hundreds of
thousands of college students through
its lectures, conferences, and pregnancy
     $
those on college campuses to refuse to
choose between women and children.
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Outreach Program, the abortion rate
declined in only one group—college
$   8  4[/{

Suffragist Sarah Norton, who together
with Susan B. Anthony argued for
women’s admission to Cornell University,
dreamed of a day when “an unmarried
mother will not be despised because of
her motherhood…and when the right of
the unborn to be born will not be denied
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Wellesley, Harvard, and Stanford to
~ $ #> 4  
student activists have been empowered
by our conviction that women deserve
better than abortion. Through their
)  # 4     $ 
of women and the protection of children
from all forms of violence, these students,
# 4$ $     
writing yet another chapter of women’s
      4 
place at the Schlesinger Library. 

Editor’s note: If you have any copies of
Feminists for Life’s Sisterlife newsletter,
Green Sheets, other early publications or
correspondence, pre-1994 press clippings, or
FFL memorabilia that you would be willing to
add to FFL’s historical archives, please send
them to Feminists for Life, P.O. Box 320667,
Alexandria, VA 22320. Librarians request
that you do not send anything directly to the
Schlesinger Library; all contributions must be
sent through Feminists for Life. Thank you!
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Rochester Sept. 10th 1872
Dear Young Friend,
The best service you can give in return
for this moment of mine is that you will study
the great principles of justice and equality
to women and work to establish them in the
Constitutions of state and nation—–
The ballot only can secure equal rights and
equal chances.
Respectfully yours,
Susan B. Anthony

Photos of Radcliffe commencement, Earhart,
Howe, Child, and Anthony’s letter are reprinted with
permission of the Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe
Institute, Harvard University.
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Left: Letters by Julia Ward Howe, Dr.
Elizabeth Blackwell, and Victoria
Woodhull were among the items
displayed on the first table of the
special exhibit by Schlesinger librarian
Sarah Hutcheon. In the foreground, a
handwritten inscription by Susan B.
Anthony in the fourth volume of the
History of Woman Suffrage: “you and
I have done the best we knew—and so
must rest content—leaving all to
younger hands.”

Right: Feminists for Life’s Sisterlife
newsletter and The American Feminist
magazine were displayed among other
works of 20th century women.
The Schlesinger Library houses a large
collection of Betty Friedan’s papers and
work, including the displayed first edition
of The Feminine Mystique, which did not
mention abortion. It was not until 1966
that the National Organization for Women
included abortion in its list of goals.
The records of NOW are also found at the
library. Feminists for Life was founded
in 1972 after Pat Goltz was ejected from a
NOW meeting in Ohio for distributing prolife literature.
Left: Pioneer Work for Women by Dr.
Elizabeth Blackwell, the first woman to
receive a medical degree from an American
medical school. She wrote in her diary that
her medical career was inspired, in part, by
her opposition to abortion:
“The gross perversion and destruction of
motherhood by the abortionist filled me
with indignation, and awakened active
antagonism. That the honorable term
‘female physician’ should be exclusively
applied to those women who carried on this
shocking trade seemed to me a horror. It
was an utter degradation of what might
and should become a noble position
for women.”
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Below: This displayed letter from Victoria Woodhull closes
with the words:
“I am going to try to speak in Philadelphia, Wilmington,
Baltimore, Washington, Wheeling, Pittsburgh,
Harrisburg & Lancaster, shortly—also in Hartford,
Newhaven & Worcester—
“Please write me often, and let me feel that, in your hearts,
I am understood.
Yours truly,
Victoria C. Woodhull”

Above: Amelia Earhart’s baby book, Queer Doings
and Quaint Sayings of Baby Earhart, informed
members of the tour that her first photograph was
taken at four and a half months.
Lower left: Serrin found this box of antique “Votes for
Women” buttons and pins breathtaking.
Lower right: Back row, left to right: FFL Board
member Susan Zeigler, President Serrin M. Foster,
Secretary Michael A. Sciscenti. Front row, left to
right: author of the accompanying article Jane M.
Rohan, Vice Chair Cindy P. Brown.
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