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I HAD BEEN ENGAGED to an extremely powerful
man for two years when I became pregnant. I was
ecstatic at the idea of having a child with my
fiance, a man I loved so and was finally about to
marry. My joy was short-lived as I stood frozen in
horror and disbelief at his unequivocal negative
response to my “good news.” In short, he promised
that he would do everything in his power to
emotionally and verbally coerce me into getting an
abortion. If I ever insisted on carrying the baby, he
swore he would take “his” baby away from me—
and assured me, in a tone of voice I had never
heard him use before, that he had the political
clout, financial means, and industry power to
annihilate me personally and professionally.

In the seventies we were told a lie from the pit
of hell (and it is still told today), that a pregnancy
is just a blob of tissue in the uterus up until three
months’ gestation. We have no moral responsibility
to a blob of tissue—that microscopic entity without
a name or a face is no one. Everyone, including my
mom and dad and my doctor, told me that abortion
of the “tissue” prior to three months’ maturity was
“all right"—just an inconvenience.

Ignorance on my part is a weak excuse, but an
accurate one. I now feel that, despite all the
overwhelming outside pressure, I was pitiful in my
inability to stand up against others’ reasoning, no
matter how powerful. I buckled under fear. I didn’t
know then where to find real strength, to find real
truth. Deep down I knew I was wrong to abort my
baby, even when everyone was saying it was right.
Nothing in the world could ever make me opt for
that choice again.
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